Torn Paper with Alma Thomas

Fifth Grade

Have you ever seen leaves and flowers “Dancing in the wind”?  Have you ever imagined the kind of music that might go with colors and motions? Alma Thomas was the first black woman to have a solo exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art held in 1972.  Her painting called Wind and Crepe Myrtle Concerto is a vision of petals dancing across the canvas. Born in Georgia in 1891, Thomas moved to Washington D.C. In 1925 she embarked upon a teaching career at Shaw Junior High School, from which she retired in 1960.

Her organized brushstrokes of the Iris, Tulip, Jonquil and Crocus are totally rooted in her vision and feelings of the natural world.  Her non-representational works have the ability to structure colors edge to edge across the surface.  Fifth graders introduced to this non-objective format were encourage to make an Academic Choice of organizing their hand-made torn papers into bands of color or suggestion of an image.

Standards Achieved:

(Demonstrates paper techniques and achieve a desired effect.

(Knows how the qualities and characteristics of art processes can be used to enhance communications and ideas.

(Mixes and overlaps paint to create layers of texture

(Comprehends the concepts of artists and executes their own interpretation

